-signs of Gods

the faces.

ok bab 168;

to Mary.to announce

U H;z_ y:é's':}:.ms' iﬁade_
o all the difference

: An angel :gé:pé:ii:éd: '

- that she would be

©Jesus'mother.

in‘.t;he world.

" THe BirTh
- OF Jesus

Every baby is o miracle. A baby

“is the result of the love between o

man and o woman. A baby is the
result of God's love. God has cre-
ated the physical laws that form
ine baby's body. God has directly

given the baby o spiritual soul,

We would expect Jesus’ birth to be even more

o .. miraculous. As the eternal Son of God, the second Per-

son of the Trinity, he has always existed. But he wants

to-be like us, which means having o human birth.




Chapter 10: The Birch

n the Bible, God sends the angel Gabriel to ask =~
Mary to become Jesus' mother. Gabriel explains the ‘
wonderful way it will happen. “The Holy Sptrn‘ WIEE i
come on you, and God's power ‘
will rest upon you | . . For there
is nofhing that God cannot do”
(luke 1:35,37]. According to the
Nicene Creed, lesus is "conceived

oy the power of the Holy Spirit and

The Churchs hturgy has a

born of the Virgin Mary” [see ap- yearly rotation of seasons Eacﬁ |

pendix A, "Catholic Prayers”]. We stresses a d1fferent stage in the
hlSt’OI‘Y c}f salvatxon. The litur-

gxc:ll year starts Wlth Advent

call Gabriel's message to Mary the

Annunciagfion.

- For four Weeks we prepare '

Every Christmas we remember :
for the Lords commg into the '

the siory of Jesus” birth. It is good 1o :
[ y o] g . _world and inte our hearts

ook at the Gospels closely and think The Chnstmas season begms -

adout them proyerfully. The Gospels w1th celebratzng the Lords

_-b1rth on: Chnstmas Day It :
“ends. Wlth the: feast of h1s Bap»_.

irism on the second Sunday m -

of Matthew and iluke have siories

about Jesus” birth. (John siarls with o
hymn about the Son of Ged.) Only

the Son of God has ever been able

. ]anuary It includes the feasts
‘of the Holy Farmiy, Marys e
mothcrhood and the Ep1pha' o

to choose how he will be bom as ¢

numan. He seems to make his birth
ay.In this season we relive the

early h;.story of the Hoiy Famlly -

We: rejoice in Chms_ts..cornmg.

i

as humble and hard as rev e

Mothers about to give - s

aly ty to prepare everything pé{-
fectly for the baobies. But in [ukes
Gospel, Mary and Joseph have o be
away from home o.mong strangers. They cannot even o
et housing or a proper bed. So the Son of God is e

born in some kind of stable. His cradle is o manger,




Part 2: Jesus the Chrisc

one of those open boxes that hold

food for animals. “She gave birth

to her first son, wiapped him in

- Peoplé have developﬁd- cloths and laid him in o manger—there was
e
many ways to celebrate the no room o them fo stay in the inn” [luke
comiing of Christ durlng 2:7). The g of Luke shows us that God

the- Chustmas season. Samt: ‘
' Franas of Assisi Huilt the.
g ﬁrsc Nativity scene in AD -
1223.He Wanted people to
see how poor the baby]esus
was. The first Chrxsmlav,
. carois come from the four—
| teenth century They were
' songs for dances. Carols t
show our joy snd umty o wf God does reveal Jesus’ true nature

-._Chr;st s birth.

is one with even those who seem fo be the
poorest of people. It warns us from the stort

not fo judge the true worth of ofhers by whet

they have or how they appear.

“This very day in David's town your Savior

was born—Christ the Lord!" (Luke 2:11)

1

‘o some people. Angels suddenly cover
the sky where shepherds are tending their
flocks. "Don’t be afraid! | am here with
good news for you, which will bring grect jov to all
ffie people” (tuke 2:10!. In the Gospel of Matthew, o
x strange sfar guides Magi, wise men who studied the
skies, over ollorwg ifip 1o greet the King of the Jews.
“Where is the baby born 1o be the king of the jews?
We sow his stor
when it came up
in the east. and
. we haove come
- o worship him”
{IMatihew 2:2),
Both the sim-
ple Jewish shep-

herds and the

@, Pcs‘r,é['Déiocﬁe/Godomg/Cor’sis




Chapre'r_ 10 The B;rth ofj

educated foreigners respond with faith fo these heay- :
enly signs. They adore the child who appears poor
ond helpless, without any important friends. Thiough -~ =
the shepherds and Magi, God reminds us that Christ
has come 1o all people. He shows we need faith 1o
believe in and follow Jesus.

In the Gospel of Matthew, King Herod is not
happy o get the news of Jesus’ birth [see Mar
thew 2:1-3). Herod fears the baby will toke
over as king. Uke the Pharaoh in the Book of o,
Exodus, Herod doesnt care what it takes 1o '
destroy the threat fo his kingdom.
"He gave orders 1o kil oll the
boys in Bethishem and its neigh-
borhood who were twa years old
and younger” [Mafthew 2:16).
Jesus escapss from Herod just as
the Infont Moses escaped from |
the Pharaoh. In this way Matthew Ar1st 'pl_._tk fzself'gmng?
aybeweca tel
. _mgor ookmgwrthout
| ‘being asked. Wei ‘may visit
- ashelter oF nurqmghome '
. where people-might feel }oneiy ‘
R cspecially ar Chrisemas, What
1 else can you and your f&mﬂy :
B doto truly remember that
Christmas is abour the com-

ing of Christ into the worlds

shows us that Jesus is like the great

leaders of the Old Tesiament. He

is the Savior promised by God. His

coming proves that God loves us and

wants Us fo be haopy.

Mary, the
Mother of Jesus

God chose Mary fo be the Son’s moth-
er. She is a human being like us. She is
also fruly the Mother of God. She gives



3”—% 2 J.:é:s.ﬂ..s the Christ .

birth o the second Person of the Trinity when he be
comas man. In this way, she is the Mother of God,
because lesus is God. She also becomes the Mother
of the Church, which is the Body of Christ. She is our

spiritual mother, and she leads us 1o her son, Jesus.

Bur when the o ume hnally came, God sent his
own Son. Fe came as the son of 2 human morther and
Lved under the Jewish Law, to redeem those who were

under the Law, so thar we might become God's children.

{{Galatians 4:4-5)

: In the Hail Mary, we echo the angel Gabriel by
calling Mary "full of grace.” She is the first and best

fruit of Jesus” coming fo redeem us. God keeps her

from the stain of Original Sin. We call this fact her

‘D_éarjésus, | _
I["_laﬁkyou for -

: comin-g asa small

immaculate Conception. From the first moment

she comes info being (her conception), she is immac-

ulate, without o spof of sin, God also gives her the

child who is ey to

sirength fo remain pure from all personal sin.

: ibx}e_{ Teach ':m_e_ o be _

* simple and humble * Mary makes it clear to Gabriel that she is

too. Help me rely on- wholly the servant, or handmaid, of the ford.

‘God more than on (See luke 1:38.) Jesus needs o human mother

‘human scrength. Show to become fully human himsell. Mary coop-

me how to serve God erales by giving herself compietely to God's

and others in lirtle ways plan, body and soul. Saint Augustine says she

each'day. Asmen.

“remained o virgin in conceiving her Son, @
virgin in giving birth fo him, a virgin in carying
him, a virgin in nursing him af her breast, always

a virgin® [St. Augusfine, Serm. 186, 1. ]. P Migne,

ed., Patrologia lating [Paris: 1841-1855] 38,999}
“ICCC, number 5101,




Mary’s
Example

Because Mary is both o
married person and a
virgin, she is an exam-
ple for all the ways
God calls people o

follow him. She i

spires those whose
calling is to mar
ricge  and  those
whose calling is 1o
follow God  dlong
other paths. She is
model for the Church,
which has children and
vyet remains wholly God's.
She is especially an example
to us of faith and charity.
Mary is the one most
closely united with her son's
redeeming act. She freely
obeys God's desire. “May
i happen 1o me as you
have  said” {Lukel 1:38).
We do noi hear her comr
plain about the difficuliies
she must face. Foliowing

God's plan, she helps rer

shalion by Flizabeth Wirg, The Vigin Mary is ¢ tender mofher o
o whe love her 5o we con furn 1o her and rest in her jove araoy

verse j’he GH:ECTS Of fhe ﬁrsf fime' | copyright @ Radiant Light 2008, www indiardlighl.cog itk



“sin and disobedience to God. If Jesus is the new Adam,

Mary Is the new Eve. She feaches us o freely and faith-

ully bring Jesus’ Spirit ic others and inio the world.

Mary teaches us humility, which is o admit the

wihole futh about ourselves. She knows that mony

people over the years will call her blessed. But she in-
sists that she Is greal only because of God's love and
-gﬁs see Luke 1:46-49). She serves others humbly. She

the acts we know for sure about his

hfe.

-Many stories of his generog-. -

ity have come down to us. One sto-
ry teﬁs of the daughters of a poor -







