
 

2017 Saints Studio Art Show 

Here’s a preview and sample of our students’ artwork (by grade level) 
for the annual SJS Art Show. This year’s theme is America. Students 

were inspired by American Artists or places as they created art for this 
year’s show.  

Be sure to mark your calendar to join us on Thursday, April 27th! 

Kindergarten 

  
Georgia O’Keefe Flowers 

Georgia O’Keefe is famous for her giant, up close flower 
paintings. Kindergarteners closely observed a photo of an azalea 
blossom. They created their big flowers by mixing red, yellow, 
blue and white to create a variety of tints and hues. 

 

Wolf Kahn 

Wolf Kahn was born in Germany, but came to 
America as a child. He studied Art in New York 

and became known for his Abstract 
Expressionist Landscapes. After describing Wolf 

Kahn’s work, Kinders filled their pastel papers 
with layers of colored chalk and added trees to 

create their own landscapes.  
 



Hans Hoffman 
Hoffman was an Art Teacher as well an Abstract Expressionist 
artist know for his bright, bold overlapping rectangles of colors. 
Students used cardboard to print horizontal, diagonal and 
vertical lines. Then with only red, yellow and blue paint, they 
mixed several shades of purple, orange and green. 

 
St. Joseph School and Church 

Students drew St. Joseph church and school from 
photographs. They used sharpies and 

observational skills. Then they filled their drawings 
with watercolor. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First Grade 

Eagle Stamp 
First graders learned about the history and variety of 
postage stamps in the United States. They learned to 
draw the edges of a stamp by repeating the letter “U” 
and horizontal lines around a square. Then, they drew a 
bald eagle with an American Flag in sharpie and colored 
with markers. 

 

 

Dr. Seuss One Fish, Two Fish Collage 

Theodor Seuss Geisel, Dr. Seuss, was an American author and 
cartoonist who wrote 44 children’s books including One Fish, 

Two Fish. Students drew a couple of fish, in the style of Dr. 
Seuss, and then used tempera to paint in red, yellow, green 

or blue. They restricted their palettes to the colors used in 
the book. 

 

George Rodrigue Blue Dog 
George Rodrigue was a Louisiana landscape artist. He painted 
his dog, Tiffany, as “Blue Dog” in a variety of places and 
situations. First graders painted Blue Dog in their own 
imaginary places using oil pastel and tempera. 
 
 
 

 
Winslow Homer Seascape 

Homer was a 19th century painter known for his 
dramatic seascapes. First graders listened to music 
while painting their own seas and skies in tempera.  

 



Second Grade 

Edward Hopper Sailboat Collage 

Edward Hopper was a New York artist who painted 
everyday life and boats along the Hudson River. Students 
painted two sheets of paper and tore one, with the grain. 
They layered paper to create waves and also cut triangles 
and trapezoids from magazines to make sailboats. They 
arranged these, with the smallest farthest away to create a 
sense of distance. 

 

Laurel Burch Cat Collage 

Inspired by Laurel Burch’s whimsical felines, students used 
symmetry to cut out a cat head. They used the watercolor wet-
in-wet technique to create painted papers from which they cut 
flowers and leaves. Decorative scissors made interesting paper 

edges to add  interest to their cat collars. 

 

Dancing Cows 

Cows are drawn in black oil pastel. Students 
created their own backgrounds and paint in 
watercolor. 

Josef Albers 

Josef Albers was a German-American painter, printmaker, 
sculptor, architect and art educator.  He is best known for his 

series of paintings of repeating squares. Second graders mixed 
colors with white and black to create tints and shades to create 

an Albers inspired work. 



Third Grade 

Grandma Moses 

Grandma Moses, a New York native, started painting 
when she was in her 70s. She painted over 1600 
works, 200 over the age of 100. She painted scenes of 
everyday rural life. Third graders sketched and painted 
Grandma Moses inspired landscapes. 

 

Impressionist Masters 

Mrs. Duncan, artist and grandmother of 
SJS students, came to class to demonstrate 
her Impressionist style of painting. 
Although this style originated in France, it 
has been practiced by Americans as well. 
Students selected a masterwork and 
replicated it with oil pastel on pastel 
paper. 3B students also write a report in 
class about an Impressionist painter. 

Mark Rothko Color Field Chalk Pastels  

Mark Rothko was an Abstract Expressionist painter known for his 
very large color field paintings of stacked and layered rectangles 
with blurry edges that give the impression of floating. Students 
tried their hand with a layering technique in soft pastel. 

Fall Landscape in Oil Pastel 

Third graders learned how to fall draw “Y” trees. They 
created a sense of space by adding smaller trees in the 
distance and shadows cast by the sun 

 



Fourth Grade 

Native American Paper Pottery 

Fourth Graders looked at the pottery of Native 
American Artist, Maria Martinez. They 
described the abstract designs and symbols. 
They cut symmetrical pottery from paper and 
drew designs from a variety of Native American 
tribes on their pottery and colored with 
sharpies. They added chalk highlights and 
shadows to create a 3D look. 

Jasper Johns Flag Art 

Jasper Johns was famous for creating art as a painter, sculptor and 
printmaker. He was a Post-Abstract Expressionist artist who 

created popular images of flags and numbers.  Fourth graders 
learned how to draw and add shading to a flag in pencil, marker 

and color pencil. 

Wayne Theibaud Cakes 

Fourth graders learned about the delicious 
looking food pop art of Wayne Theibaud. Theibaud enjoyed 
painting objects from everyday American life. Students 
drew a cylinder and learned to divide it into sixths and then 
color it to craft a delightful cake. They added tints and 
shades to create a realistic work of art in oil pastel. 

Cardinal 

Fourth graders drew and painted the state bird of 
Virginia. After drawing in pencil, they went over in 

sharpie and added watercolor. They also put the bird on 
a branch of native Virginia trees like American Holly, 

Virginia Pine and Eastern Red Cedar. 



Fifth Grade 

John James Audubon Watercolor 

Audubon traveled the United States with the goal 
of drawing every species of bird. He published, 
Birds of America, in England. It was a large volume 
of full color engravings of birds in their natural 
habitat. Fifth graders selected a bird to draw a 
paint in a habitat of their choice. 

 

Barbara Cooney Author Illustrator 

This project was collaboration between Library and Art. 
Fifth graders looked at and discussed books written and 

illustrated by Barbara Cooney. They talked about her style 
and illustration techniques. She wrote Miss Rumphius and 
The Oxcart Man, among other titles.  Students read books 
by the same author. They used a scratch board and stylus 

to create the setting from one of the books from their 

author study.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sixth Grade  

Jim Dine Hearts 

Jim Dine, an American pop artist, created 
over 3,000 paintings, prints, drawings and 
sculpture. He painted series of subjects 
including hearts in many ways. Sixth 
graders used oil pastel, watercolor and 
chalk to create their series of 8 hearts. 

 

 

Georgia O’Keefe Flowers in Chalk Pastel 

Georgia O’Keefe was well known for very large flower 
paintings, landscapes at Lake George and in New 
Mexico. Students drew flowers in glue and filled in the 
spaces with chalk pastels. 

 

 

 

 

Karla Gerard Folk Art 

Karla Gerard lives in Maine and creates whimsical abstract folk art. Her landscape 
and still life subjects include colorfully patterned houses, trees and animals.  
Students used oil pastel, water color and sharpies to create their own landscapes. 

 
 
 

 

 



Seventh Grade 

Romare Bearden Music Collage 

Seventh graders viewed the collage art 
of Romare Bearden which often featured 
Jazz instruments and musicians. They 
crearted their own collages which 
include a musical instument and shows 
rhythm. 

 

 

Frank Stella Abstract Art 

Frank Stella is an American painter and printmaker 
who works in the Abstract and Minimalist styles.  He 
works in line and color and often on shaped canvas. 
Students created abstract work in color pencils and 

or markers which feature concentric circles. 

 

 

Roy Lichtenstein Pop Art 

Lichtenstein was a pop artist painter, sculptor 
and printmaker. He enlarged comics and 
painted them using black lines and primary 
colors. Students used onomatopoeia and 
worked to show what the sound looks like. 

 

 

 



Eighth Grade 

American Landmarks 

Eighth graders selected a famous American landmark to 
sketch in pencil. They were able to work in the medium of 
their choice to complete their work: color pencil, 
watercolor, or marker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


